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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). tn no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the maOing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply wilt, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )S Responsive to communication(s) filed on amendment filed 18 November 2005 . 
2a)|3 This action is FINAL. 2b)n This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fonnal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) 1-17 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) 1-17 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) n The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner, 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawjng(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)n All b)n Some * 0)0 None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received, 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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Application/Control Number: 10/699,452 
Art Unit: 2683 

Response to Arguments 
1 . Applicant's arguments filed 1 8 November 2005 have been folly considered but they are 
not persuasive. AppUcant argues that Ament does not teach transmitting at least one message 
comprising existing delay information and estimating the delay length associated with the 
service, Examiner disagrees. Ament teaches in 0002 "The resource manager reserves a service 
from a providing bus user if the service is free and sends a response to a requesting bus user so 
that the requesting bus user can use the service from the providing bus user via the data bus." and 
forther states in 0021 that "A resource conflict arises when a requested resource has already been 
engaged, . . . A requesting bus user can indicate whether it needs to be put into a waiting list if the 
service is engaged." As shown in Figure 2 an application sends a service request 9 to the 
resource manager. And in response the resource manager sends a response to the request 14, 
which includes the waiting time for the service (see 0043). The resource manager doesn't know 
exactly how long the service will be engaged for and thus the waiting time i.e. delay is an 
estimate see 0009. In addition, the time to accon5)lish a communication service can vary based 
on the communication conditions, which can alter the throughput. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth 
in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter potains. Patmtability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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2. Claims 1,2,5-9,10,1 1, and 14-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable by Ament (U.S. Patent Publication No. 2004/0105436) and fiirther in view of 
Bender et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,366,779). 

Referring to claims 1 and 10, Ament teaches a method of communication con5)rising: in 
response to a request for service (0020), transn^tting at least one message comprising existing 
delay information corresponding with an estimated delay length associated with accessing a 
service (0021 and 0043), but does not teach accessing a service though an open loop network. 
Bender et al teaches accessing a service through an open loop network (Column 1, Lines 42-44, 
Column 2, Lines 59-61 and Column 4, Lines 24-28). Therefore at the time the invention was 
made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to combine the art of 
Ament with the teaching of Bender et al of accessing a service through an open loop network to 
rapidly assign traffic channels (Column 4, Line 15). 

Referring to claims 2 and 1 1, Ament further teaches wherein the estimated delay length 
comprises at least one time interval between a first instant corresponding with a received service 
request (0043) and a second instant corresponding with granting service access (0043). The 
time interval is equated with the length of the waiting time. 

Referring to claims 5 and 14, Ament further teaches wherein the estimated delay length 
corresponds with at least one of traffic congestion, channel condition, system loading (0021 and 
0043), processor occupancy, queuing delay, and scheduler delay. 
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Referring to claims 6 and 15, Bender et al further teaches wherein the open loop network 
comprises at least one of a wireline network and a wireless network (Column 1 , Lines 8-12). 

Referring to claims 7 and 16, Ament further teaches comprising: collecting information 
corresponding with at least one parameter associated with service access (0021 and 0043). 

Referring to claim 8, Ament further teaches comprising: determining at least one pattern 
associated with the at least one parameter (0021 and 0043). 

Referring to claims 9 and 17, Ament further teaches wherein the at least one parameter 
comprises at least one of traffic, channel condition, and service demand (0021). 

3. Claims 3,4,12 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable by 
Ament and Bender et al in view of Buford et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,945,948). 

Referring to claims 3 and 12, Ament and Bender et al teach the limitations of claims 3 
and 12, but do not teach wherein the service request is autonomous and generated at a predefined 
moment in time. Buford et al. teaches wherein the service request is autonomous and generated 
at a predefined moment in time (Column 17, Lines 63-65). Therefore at the time the invention 
was made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to combine the 
teaching of Ament and Bender et al with the teaching of Buford et al. wherein the service request 
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is autonomous and generated at a predefined moment in time to automatically send new access 
requests when requests are not received (Column 17, Lines 63-65) 

Referring to claims 4 and 13, Buford et al. further teaches wherein the predefined 
moment in time comprises at least one of a periodic (Column 17, Lines 63-65) and an aperiodic 
instant. 

Conclusion 

TfflS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. AppKcant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR L 136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS fi'om the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated fi^om the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications fi-om the 
examiner should be directed to James D. Ewart whose telephone number is (571) 272-7864. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7am - 4pni 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
William Trost can be reached on (571)272-7872. The fax phone numbers for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned are (571) 273-8300 for regular communications 
and (571) 273-8300 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general natiu'e or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be ditected to theV^cepltsnist whose telephone number is (571)272-2600. 





WILLIAM TROST 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOOY CENTER 2600 
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